2015 LSI Convention Information
April 9-11, 2015 in Lafayette, LA
~Article by Jim Leonard
Every year our Conventions
seem to get better and better, and
there is no reason to expect that
the upcoming 2015 Convention
will be any different. There
will be plenty of bloom to see,
plenty of good food and plenty
of friends. The host hotel is the
Hilton Garden Inn, and the staff is expecting us from April
9-11, 2015. For reservations, call (337) 291-1977 and tell the
reservation clerk that you are with Society for Louisiana Irises.
The code identification is IRIS 15. We have special room
pricing for the Convention.
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shape and contours of the old European gardens. GNOIS has
met with the curator and identified many different areas
where they would like Louisiana irises planted. According
to Pat O’Connor, from the irises that have already been given
plus the experience of the garden area, it will be a delightful
experience.
On Friday morning the iris viewing gets serious and into
full swing. We will be seeing Louisiana irises grown in every
conceivable manner and way.

The garden tour schedule this year is looking to be one of
the best yet. On Thursday the buses leave for Keith and Iris
Pendergraft’s garden, LSU AgCenter Hammond Station and
Burden Gardens in Baton Rouge. Check them out online
at www.LSUAgCenter.com and www.LSU AgCenter.com/
Windrush.
• Our first stop will the Pendergraft’s garden. I was amazed
by Keith’s plantings last year when I visited his garden.
In particular, I enjoyed seeing his seedlings that had been
given doses of radiation. The veining in the radiated irises
is dark, defined and remarkable. The veins explode in various
patterns and shine against the pale to bright yellow hues in
the standards and falls.
• The next stop is the LSU AgCenter Hammond Station. The
grounds are divided up into twelve different growing areas,
and as an example, it contains a sun garden, shade garden,
piney woods garden and a retention pond and constructed
wetland area. GNOIS has provided the center with many
irises in the wetland area, and they should be in bloom when
we are there.
• The final stop will be at the Burden/Windrush Gardens
at LSU AgCenter in Baton Rouge. These gardens are
surrounded by majestic live oaks and ancient crape myrtles
which creates a shady canopy for the numerous azaleas and
camellias. The landscape has been designed to resemble the
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• First stop is Ron Betzer’s house. His collection is fun and
consists of an amazing combination of the oldest and the
newest hybrids. His yard will also have the display garden.
He has fully incorporated his irises with mature plantings of
flowers, roses and collectible plants. If there was just one
place in Lafayette to sit, visit and relax, it would be on Ron’s
back patio with the hundreds of different Louisiana irises in
bloom.
• The buses will then move to my growing areas where I
have at least 200 different varieties in 30 gallon pots.
Kevin Vaughn’s new introductions and irises to be introduced
should be in bloom. The farm iris growing area area includes
a Pat O’Connor section and a Richard Morgan section.
The setting is not natural, but the mass of color over spread
out over the two acres is special to see and experience.
• Then the buses travel to my neighbor, Eileen Bourque, to
see her new seedlings and her extensive native plantings.
Her area is a native paradise and a tribute to her hard work
and love of her surroundings.
• After lunch, we head to Richard Goula’s to see his seedlings
and his incredible iris fields and plantings. If you have
not been to Richard’s, it is worth the trip just to go to
his country home and walk his covered garden paths or sit
in his enclosed rose garden. Each garden stop is
different; each setting is special; and each garden will be full
of blooming irises.
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Also special are the complement of restaurants located
in Lafayette. Come early and enjoy the special tastes served
by the local establishments. Lafayette has been declared by
Rand McNally USA Today as the Best in Food and the Best
on the Road for dining and eating out. (www.
lafayettetravel.com). Twenty thousand voters
cast ballots for the top five Cities. With great
care and wisdom, the selection committee
reviewed the five towns and determined that
Lafayette was the No 1 stop in 2011! The
City is still tops. Crayfish, crabs and shrimp
will be in season, so if you get a chance, go
to one of the great restaurants and enjoy these
delicious Louisiana specialties. Tabasco offers
an “Experience Cajun Cuisine” tour which is
a guided tour through Iberia Parish with stops
to sample multiple types of Cajun cuisine. The tour starts at
Tabasco Country Store and leaves at 1 pm. Call (337) 3736139 for reservations.

Another special treat is the rookery birds at Lake Martin.
The birds are back in their nests. The Nature Conservancy
has taken over the management over a good portion of Lake
Martin area, and it is worth the 20 minute ride from the
Hilton to see Roseate Spoonbills, Great white and great blue
Herons, Black-crowned Night-Herons, White Ibis and Snowy
Egrets. On the back side (eastern side) of the Lake and from
the roadway, you can see red fulvas and native blues standing
tall and in full bloom. If the day is warm, you will also see
alligators in their stillness waiting for their next unsuspecting
meal. The Cypress Island Preserve Office and Visitor Center
is located at 1264A Prairie, Hwy., Breaux Bridge, Louisiana
70517. Call (337) 342-2475 to get more information.
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If driving around the Lake is not enough adventure, you can
get into a boat with a Swamp tour at McGee’s Landing (voted
the South’s best swamp tour by AAA Southern Traveler) at
Henderson, La. Their phone number is (337) 228-2384 and
their website address is www.mcgeeslanding.com. Or you
can hop onto a boat with Cajun Country Swamp tours. Their
phone number is (337) 319-0010 and their website is www.
cajuncountryswamptours.com.

You will find the Lafayette Tourist Center is just off I-10
(Exit 103 S) as you are coming into Lafayette from either the
East or West. If you are driving South it is just South of the
I-10 overpass. At least twenty years ago, I organized a group
to plant the Tourist Center’s ponds with irises, and every late
March or early April they have showed their colorful bloom.
The Center is full of information as to where to go or what to
do, and the staff is more than helpful on getting you heading in
the right direction. Stop and make yourself at home.

So, let’s pass a good time and have fun with
our fellow iris lovers in Lafayette, La. from
April 9-11, 2015. See you there.

Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler!
(Let The Good Times Roll!)
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