Fleur de Lis

THE JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR LOUISIANA IRISES

WINTER 2014

Scene from the Wild Garden at Longue Vue
Photo by Linda Trahan

NUMBER 238

OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Leonard | President

Robert Treadway | Vice-President

President’s Message
by Jim Leonard .......................................... Page 1
SLI Website Update & Logo Vote
by M.J. Urist.......................................... Pages 3-4

Pat Norvell | Secretary

Bobbie Ann Hutchins | Correspondence Secretary

Ron Killingsworth | Treasurer

2015 Convention Update
by Jim Leonard ..................................... Pages 5-6
Judge’s Handbook Update
by Robert Treadway ................................ Pages 7
St. Paul’s Botanical Wolves Update
by Linda Trahan ..................................... Page 8-10

BOARD MEMBERS
David Nitka

Table of
Contents

M.J. Urist

GNOIS Activities Update
by Eileen Hollander .......................... Pages 11-13
Kathy Chilton

Patrick O’Connor

Joe Musacchia

Eileen Hollander

Bobbie Ann Hutchins - Past President

JOURNAL STAFF
Jaime Cloud | Editor & Layout Artist
Cloud 9 Designs, L.L.C.
6125 Verona Lane, Shreveport, LA 71105
(318) 573-2918
jaimeclouddesigns@gmail.com
Tom Dillard | Editor Emeritus
Patrick O’Connor | Assistant Editor
Ron & Susan Killingsworth | Advertising Editors

©Fleur de Lis | Society for Louisiana Irises

The Transition of Zydeco Nursery
by Patrick O’Connor ............................. Page 14-17
Briarwood Reflections
by Richard Johnson ................................. Page 18

Fleur de Lis: The Journal of the Society for Louisiana Irises is published
quarterly by the Society for Louisiana Irises. Previous title: SLI Newsletter: A
Quarterly Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises. ISSN 1559-9574
Publication office is located at 10329 Caddo Lake Rd., Mooringsport, LA 71060.
Bulk postage paid at Mooringsport, LA. Website: http://www.louisianas.org
Other publications may reprint from the Fleur de Lis without express permission
as long as printed attribution is given to the author and to the Fleur de Lis
(including issue date, source and page number). Reprinted articles may not be
edited without permission. Tearsheets must be mailed to the editor within two
weeks of reprinting.
Display advertising accepted. See rates elsewhere in this issue.
© 2014 The Society for Louisiana Iris. All rights reserved. Printed at
Sundance Press, Tucson, AZ

From The President
Spreading the word…… or in our case sharing the blooms!
The members of the Society have been busy. It is not bloom
time, but as everyone knows the fall months are for digging,
dividing and planting of our Louisiana irises. Our members have
been working on their own collections and are busy donating
their time and rhizomes to others.
I recently donated 200 ‘Her Highness’ to the natural gardens at
Vermilionville, in Lafayette, La. I hope to add to their collection
in the upcoming years. My donation pales in comparison to
other members. Rusty and Bud McSparrin have donated their
time and rhizomes to various public bodies, and their work
can be seen in City Park in New Orleans, Louisiana State
Arboretum, Kent House in Alexandria, Palmetto Island State
Park and LSU at Alexandria. GNOIS has also been busy, as
you will read in the many articles in the Fleur. Principals
involved in these donations are Pat O’Connor, Joe Musacchia
and Eileen Hollander. As if these donations by our members
were not enough, Bobbie Hutchins has donated 480 rhizomes to
the Caroline Dorman collection and has committed to donating
another 150 to the Shreveport Master Gardeners.
Member Gary Babin is stepping up and volunteering to help
with the revitalization of the Baton Rouge Lakes out by LSU.
He is hoping to get enough rhizomes to be able to commit
to mass planting around the Lake. All members interested in
donating rhizomes to this project, please get in touch with Gary
at garydbabin@yahoo.com. As you can see, SLI members have
stepped up and provided expertise, time and plant material so
that the public can appreciate the treasure of the Louisiana iris
and our natural plant life.

Our Board meeting in October was both informative and
productive. Following my convention report for 2015,
we quickly moved to approve a joint convention with AIS
for 2018 in New Orleans. The 2016 Convention will be in
Shreveport and then we go back to Dallas in 2017. Ron gave
his Treasurer’s report and recommended that the books needed
to be audited by another member, CPA or any other qualified
individual. A temporary solution was reached. M.J. Urist and
Rebecca Wong reported on the steady process of developing the
interactive web site. We had an interesting discussion of Robert
Treadway’s work in revising the AIS Judges handbook. M.J.
noted that in her northern climate zone the growth patterns are
somewhat different than in the Southern states and all agreed
that the language in the Judge’s book needs to reflect regional
differences. The concept of a Foundation to receive gifts and
donations was approved and the format and the language of the
document will be forthcoming at the next Board meeting.
I also wish to renew my appeal for additional members. This
is a constant need and an annual membership to SLI would be
a lovely Christmas gift to a friend or a nice get well gift from
someone who is recovering from an illness. Bring in a neighbor
or friend and get them to come to the 2015 Convention in
Lafayette. And finally, I was about to publish the membership
list so everyone could see who has signed up and who is not on
the list. Our editor reminded me that there may be members who
do not want their names listed in Fleur de Lis. Privacy is and
should be a concern of everyone’s, so if you do not want to be
published as a member, let me know at jrleonard@sprintmail.com.

Jim Leonard
Society for Louisiana Irises Membership Form
Name:
Address:
City:
Email:

State:
Phone Number:

United States Subscribers Annual Dues:
[ ] Youth-$5.00
[ ] 1 Year (Individual)-$13.00
[ ] 3 Year (Individual)-$32.00
[ ] 1 Year (Family)-$16.00
[ ] 3 Year (Family)-$44.00
[ ] Life-$1,000.00
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International Subscribers Annual Dues:
[ ] 1 Year (Individual)-$30.00
[ ] 3 Year (Individual)-$82.00
[ ] 1 Year (Family)-$33.00
[ ] 3 Year (Family)-$90.00
[ ] Life-$1,000.00

Zip:

Return Form & Payment To:
Society for Louisiana Irises
10329 Caddo Lake Road
Mooringsport, LA 71060
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SLI News
Committee Updates
Presentation Committee

The presentation committee has on hand several
PowerPoint presentations, some complete with notes, on
various subjects dealing with Louisiana irises. These can
be purchased for $10 (includes mailing) and will arrive on
a CD that you can use and dispose of when finished. I also
wrote a PowerPoint presentation on judging Louisiana irises
and another PowerPoint presentation on growing Louisiana
irises which I shared with the American Iris Society. You
can obtain copies of either program from me or from Janet
Smith at AISimages@irises.org. You can find my contact
information inside the front cover of the Fleur de Lis.

Anyone having a great PowerPoint presentation they would
be willing to share with others can send the presentation to
me by email attachment or CD and I will add it to the list
of those programs available for anyone giving talks to local
garden clubs, mastergardeners, judge's training, etc.
~Ron Killingsworth, Chairperson

Silent Auction Committee
We are requesting members to begin thinking about
appropriate donations for this sale! Potted plants are always
a big hit, especially potted irises --- getting to take the
plant home is a big plus for many members even though
it is not convenient on an airplane. We will have a number
of great garden books donated by Richard Sloan at the
next convention. I am also preparing to bring a number of
ceramic items again this year. If anyone has suggestions or
questions please contact me.
~Wendell Hall and John Helmkamp

Editor’s Note
While putting this issue together, I couldn’t help but notice
that the issue seemed to be exclusively made up of New
Orleans project and club reports. While I love to read
about the many activities going on in the “Big Easy,” I am
sure that the rest of the membership has lots of interesting
activities going on in the rest of the country. I am asking
all non-Louisianians to consider documenting your club
projects and submitting them for inclusion in the next issue
of the Fleur de Lis. If you feel you are not a good writer,
don’t let that stop you! A rough outline and some great
pictures are all that I need to turn your musings into a great
article. As always, feel free to contact me anytime you have
some thoughts or opinions you want to share. I hope you
and your families have a great holiday season!
~Jaime Cloud, Editor

The following individuals made donations in
memory of Melody R. Wilhoit of Kansas, IL:
Peggy Harger-Allen and Lavera Johnson

Melody Wilhoit and Lavera Johnson at the
2002 SLI Convention, in MD Faith’s garden
in Searcy. (picture by Patrick O’Connor)

Welcome to our new Society for Louisiana Irises members:
Richard W. of Bayside, TX
Dennise A. of Benton, LA
Nancy C. of Benton, LA
Dennise A. of Benton, LA
Edra C. of Benton, LA
Mimi H. of Bossier City, LA
2

Thomas H. of Lafitte, LA
Jacob D. of New Orleans, LA
Stephen H. of Prairieville, LA
Liz S. of Salem, OR
Christine B. of Sherwood, AR
Leon T. of Shreveport, LA
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SLI Logo Voting
Part of the website will be the implementation of an official SLI logo. It will also be
used on promotional items like brochures, presentations, etc. Please vote for one of
these four designs by December 15, 2014 by e-mailing your favorite design choice to
jaimeclouddesigns@gmail.com.
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LOUISIANA IRIS FARMS, L.L.C.
Lafayette, Louisiana
2014 Introductions

‘In the Navy’
by Kevin Vaughn

‘Elaine’s Charlie’
by Charles Arny

‘Dick Sloan’
by Kevin Vaughn

Phone: (337) 277-9930 • Order Online: www.louisianairis.com • 25 Years in Business
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2015 LSI Convention Information
April 9-11, 2015 in Lafayette, LA
~Article by Jim Leonard
Every year our Conventions
seem to get better and better, and
there is no reason to expect that
the upcoming 2015 Convention
will be any different. There
will be plenty of bloom to see,
plenty of good food and plenty
of friends. The host hotel is the
Hilton Garden Inn, and the staff is expecting us from April
9-11, 2015. For reservations, call (337) 291-1977 and tell the
reservation clerk that you are with Society for Louisiana Irises.
The code identification is IRIS 15. We have special room
pricing for the Convention.

Photo by Eileen Hollander

shape and contours of the old European gardens. GNOIS has
met with the curator and identified many different areas
where they would like Louisiana irises planted. According
to Pat O’Connor, from the irises that have already been given
plus the experience of the garden area, it will be a delightful
experience.
On Friday morning the iris viewing gets serious and into
full swing. We will be seeing Louisiana irises grown in every
conceivable manner and way.

The garden tour schedule this year is looking to be one of
the best yet. On Thursday the buses leave for Keith and Iris
Pendergraft’s garden, LSU AgCenter Hammond Station and
Burden Gardens in Baton Rouge. Check them out online
at www.LSUAgCenter.com and www.LSU AgCenter.com/
Windrush.
• Our first stop will the Pendergraft’s garden. I was amazed
by Keith’s plantings last year when I visited his garden.
In particular, I enjoyed seeing his seedlings that had been
given doses of radiation. The veining in the radiated irises
is dark, defined and remarkable. The veins explode in various
patterns and shine against the pale to bright yellow hues in
the standards and falls.
• The next stop is the LSU AgCenter Hammond Station. The
grounds are divided up into twelve different growing areas,
and as an example, it contains a sun garden, shade garden,
piney woods garden and a retention pond and constructed
wetland area. GNOIS has provided the center with many
irises in the wetland area, and they should be in bloom when
we are there.
• The final stop will be at the Burden/Windrush Gardens
at LSU AgCenter in Baton Rouge. These gardens are
surrounded by majestic live oaks and ancient crape myrtles
which creates a shady canopy for the numerous azaleas and
camellias. The landscape has been designed to resemble the
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• First stop is Ron Betzer’s house. His collection is fun and
consists of an amazing combination of the oldest and the
newest hybrids. His yard will also have the display garden.
He has fully incorporated his irises with mature plantings of
flowers, roses and collectible plants. If there was just one
place in Lafayette to sit, visit and relax, it would be on Ron’s
back patio with the hundreds of different Louisiana irises in
bloom.
• The buses will then move to my growing areas where I
have at least 200 different varieties in 30 gallon pots.
Kevin Vaughn’s new introductions and irises to be introduced
should be in bloom. The farm iris growing area area includes
a Pat O’Connor section and a Richard Morgan section.
The setting is not natural, but the mass of color over spread
out over the two acres is special to see and experience.
• Then the buses travel to my neighbor, Eileen Bourque, to
see her new seedlings and her extensive native plantings.
Her area is a native paradise and a tribute to her hard work
and love of her surroundings.
• After lunch, we head to Richard Goula’s to see his seedlings
and his incredible iris fields and plantings. If you have
not been to Richard’s, it is worth the trip just to go to
his country home and walk his covered garden paths or sit
in his enclosed rose garden. Each garden stop is
different; each setting is special; and each garden will be full
of blooming irises.
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Also special are the complement of restaurants located
in Lafayette. Come early and enjoy the special tastes served
by the local establishments. Lafayette has been declared by
Rand McNally USA Today as the Best in Food and the Best
on the Road for dining and eating out. (www.
lafayettetravel.com). Twenty thousand voters
cast ballots for the top five Cities. With great
care and wisdom, the selection committee
reviewed the five towns and determined that
Lafayette was the No 1 stop in 2011! The
City is still tops. Crayfish, crabs and shrimp
will be in season, so if you get a chance, go
to one of the great restaurants and enjoy these
delicious Louisiana specialties. Tabasco offers
an “Experience Cajun Cuisine” tour which is
a guided tour through Iberia Parish with stops
to sample multiple types of Cajun cuisine. The tour starts at
Tabasco Country Store and leaves at 1 pm. Call (337) 3736139 for reservations.

Another special treat is the rookery birds at Lake Martin.
The birds are back in their nests. The Nature Conservancy
has taken over the management over a good portion of Lake
Martin area, and it is worth the 20 minute ride from the
Hilton to see Roseate Spoonbills, Great white and great blue
Herons, Black-crowned Night-Herons, White Ibis and Snowy
Egrets. On the back side (eastern side) of the Lake and from
the roadway, you can see red fulvas and native blues standing
tall and in full bloom. If the day is warm, you will also see
alligators in their stillness waiting for their next unsuspecting
meal. The Cypress Island Preserve Office and Visitor Center
is located at 1264A Prairie, Hwy., Breaux Bridge, Louisiana
70517. Call (337) 342-2475 to get more information.
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If driving around the Lake is not enough adventure, you can
get into a boat with a Swamp tour at McGee’s Landing (voted
the South’s best swamp tour by AAA Southern Traveler) at
Henderson, La. Their phone number is (337) 228-2384 and
their website address is www.mcgeeslanding.com. Or you
can hop onto a boat with Cajun Country Swamp tours. Their
phone number is (337) 319-0010 and their website is www.
cajuncountryswamptours.com.

You will find the Lafayette Tourist Center is just off I-10
(Exit 103 S) as you are coming into Lafayette from either the
East or West. If you are driving South it is just South of the
I-10 overpass. At least twenty years ago, I organized a group
to plant the Tourist Center’s ponds with irises, and every late
March or early April they have showed their colorful bloom.
The Center is full of information as to where to go or what to
do, and the staff is more than helpful on getting you heading in
the right direction. Stop and make yourself at home.

So, let’s pass a good time and have fun with
our fellow iris lovers in Lafayette, La. from
April 9-11, 2015. See you there.

Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler!
(Let The Good Times Roll!)
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Updating the AIS Handbook
As changes and updates are being made
to the AIS Handbook for Judges and Show
Officials, the Board of Directors would like to
ensure that all SLI members who would like
to review the changes or make suggestions
are afforded the opportunity to do so.
If you would like to receive a copy of the
revisions to review the changes, please
contact Robert. The deadline for requests is
March 1, 2015.

)!(+$)'#&',$"'
&$*##%'((*$&

Everything That Rises
(& - $##$&+&,&
!'
Available for $35.00

)!!+*$&
   
$)'#&' &#' "!$"

LouisianaIrisGardens.com

Winter 2014

Fleur de Lis: The Journal of the Society for Louisiana Irises

7

Our First Louisiana Iris Spring
on St. Paul’s School Campus
~Story and Photos by Linda Trahan
It was nearing twilight on April 7, 2014, the Monday after the
SLI Convention in New Orleans; and I had stopped to check on
the campus
plantings
while on
my way to
a Boy Scout
meeting.
Images of
spectacular
blooms were
fresh in my
mind from
the past
weekend’s
Brick Wall Bed of Pansies and Dusty Miller
juried
show. Anxiously anticipating our own first iris flowers on the
campus, I set out to scout for swollen buds. I had hoped to have
a worthy stalk to enter into the show, but the colder north shore
temperatures kept our young iris plantings just a bit behind the
rest, already awakened in the beautiful Greater New Orleans
area tour gardens.
As soon as I pulled
up to the entrance of
the school, the glow of
three pure white, “Pat’s
White” flowers greeted
me on the right, at the
base of the iron arch that
welcomes visitors to
the sprawling, historic
campus! Turning to the
bed on the left, I spotted
‘Our Parris’ echoing
that sentiment with its
own set of triplet flowers
celebrating spring’s arrival
with an introduction of
color, a warm, rich hue
“Pat’s White”
suffusing its soft petals and
suggesting those festive shades of the sunset, by now fading into
the horizon. Now it was our turn, and it was time! This was the
beginning of our very first Louisiana iris spring on St. Paul’s
School campus!

8

As the days passed,
a new kind of April
surprised campus
visitors with a neverbefore-seen variety of
color and form. With
Louisiana irises being
the focal point, masses
of complementary annual
and perennial plantings
performed enthusiastically,
reminiscent of the
excitement and building
crescendo of a symphony.
The drama of bird’s eggspeckled cream and clear
white Camelot foxglove
spires, the luminous
sparkle of ‘Diamonds
Columbine and Delphinium near the
Blue’ Delphinium, and the
Briggs Assembly Center
playful bobbing of ‘Ice
Follies’ daffodils invited unfurling iris buds to join the party!
Delicate, golden violas dotted the foreground among the phlox
and pansies growing a layer below columbines, wallflowers,
Coreopsis, and towering snapdragons. Stokes’ aster (Stokesia)
and balloon flowers (Platycodon) contributed soft blue shades
before the later spring arrival of stately Agapanthus bloom
stalks. Completing the tapestry, velvety, fern-like dusty miller
(Artemisia) foliage invited contrast to the strap leaves of the
irises whose blooms became that much more striking against the
silvery backdrop.
My personal list of
favorite Louisiana iris
cultivars grew longer
with the appearance
of each new flower;
and I’m quite sure it
promises to be everexpanding in the years
ahead. ‘Cherry Cup’,
‘Ardoyne’, ‘Starlite
Starbrite’, ‘River Road’,
‘River Road’
‘King Louis’, ‘Laura
Louise’, ‘Andouille’, ‘Eolian’, ‘Bera’, ‘Lightning Quick’, ‘Little
Woods’, ‘Beausoleil’, ‘Dural Bluebird’, ‘and ‘Lucky Dog’
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‘Red Beans’

are just the
beginning of that
group. Eileen
Hollander’s gifts
of ‘Mac’s Blue
Heaven’ and
‘Bayou Short
Stuff’ will debut
on the campus in
2015, along with
an exciting
gift from Joe
Musacchia:
‘Black Widow’.

Fond memories of ‘Southdowns’, ‘Red Beans’, ‘Mudbug’,
‘Bellocq’, ‘Praline Festival’, ‘Longue Vue’, ‘Colorific’, ‘Rich
Jewel’, ‘Twelve Mile Bridge’, ‘Brazos Abundance’, ‘Lower
Nine’, and ‘Dixie Deb’ include all these cultivars as major
players in the success of our spring garden symphony.
I am sincerely
grateful to the
GNOIS for
their generous
grant of $250
that will fund
the purchase
of botanical
markers for
this collection
of outstanding
cultivars and
an upcoming
‘Colorific’ is Terrific!
installation
of species irises, thanks to Benny Trahan’s contribution of the
pristine and stately, ‘Her Highness’, along with the blue Iris
giganticaerulea. Already, Patrick O’Connor’s gift of Iris fulva
is becoming nicely established in a mixed perennial bed next to
St. Paul’s student center.
Along with the introduction of the species, we will begin the
process of planting historically significant cultivars that will
illustrate the progression towards the modern cultivars. Our
work to preserve Louisiana irises and provide a resource for
study represents one of our major goals as we continue our
plantings with an emphasis on including companion natives that
serve to benefit wildlife while enhancing the beauty of our irises.
Plantings of several species of asters, Helianthus, milkweed
(Asclepias), Amsonia, Baptisia, and goldenrod (Solidago) will
be completed this fall.
Summertime help from the St. Paul’s Dads’ Club magnified
efforts made by the St. Paul’s School Campus Beautification
Committee (“Botanical Wolves”, in reference to the school’s
mascot) to advance our progress, with the installation of a
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much-needed
irrigation
system for
our arched
entrance beds.
In addition, a
recent work
day in October
prepared our
campus island
for plantings
of irises and
native ferns
The Dads Were Our Summer Heroes!
this winter.
Chris King, Scott Roy, Paul Lea, and Trevor Watkins
My shopping
worked hard on installing an irrigation system.
list from our
October GNOIS iris sale included Joe Musacchia’s ‘Cocka the
Walk’, a perfectly suited, bold iris in scale for distant viewing!
With such tremendous potential and a growing list of
volunteers devoted to improving our campus for the entire
community, the future is bright and bound to be colorful, as will
the gardens of so many who patronized the Botanical Wolves’
first plant sale fundraiser in May. Along with a wide variety
of plants, we were able to offer Louisiana irises because of a
generous donation by Patrick O’Connor whose interest in our
campus has enabled such a
rapid transformation this first
spring because of the many
established clumps he gave
me to ensure a successful
first year’s bloom. We extend
our heartfelt thanks to you,
Patrick!!
It has been, and it will
continue to be, a thrill to
introduce so many people
‘Julia Child’ rose,
(future iris gardeners),
a graceful iris companion
especially the high school
students of St. Paul’s School, to the beauty of the Louisiana
state wildflower we all love so much! I give my sincere thanks
to everyone who has been encouraging and supportive in these
efforts!
Linda, a professional horticulturist,
serves as Chairperson of the
St. Paul’s School Campus
Beautification Committee she
founded in May of 2013. The
historic Catholic boys’ high school
is located in the heart of old
Covington, 41 miles north of New
Orleans, across Lake Pontchartrain.
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More Spring Treasures at St. Paul’s
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Greater New Orleans Iris Society Activities
~Story and Photos by Eileen Hollander
The members of the Greater New Orleans Iris Society
had a busy Spring and Summer! After hosting the first SLI
Convention held in New Orleans and the Louisiana Iris
Rainbow Festival in early April, GNOIS members visited
private gardens and learned about Louisiana Iris garden
judging. The Louisiana Iris bloom in New Orleans peaked
during the week of April 13th. On April 16th, Master
Gardeners of Greater New Orleans (MGGNO), Pearl River
County Mississippi Master Gardeners, Longue Vue staff
and NOMA personnel visited Eileen Hollander’s garden.
Visitors received LSU AgCenter publications, SLI Fleur de
Lis journals, and AIS information. GNOIS members also gave
demonstrations on hybridizing.
GNOIS has been working on establishing or improving the
following Louisiana Iris Gardens around the New Orleans area:
• Longue Vue House and Gardens
• Sydney and Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden, New Orleans
Museum of Art in City Park
• St. Paul’s School in Covington
• LSU Ag Center Hammond Research Station
• Windrush Gardens (a part of LSU AgCenter‘s Burden
Center and the LSU Rural Life Museum in Baton Rouge)

cultivars). LSU AgCenter staff agreed to plant and maintain
the Louisiana Iris beds. GNOIS recommended five locations
for Louisiana Iris exhibits: two natural areas for species, two
locations for Display Gardens and a Guest Iris bed.

Potential Louisiana Iris site at LSU AG Center’s
Windrush Gardens at the Burden Center

On August 18, GNOIS Board met with Dr. Allen Owings
at the LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station to check
progress and evaluate additional Louisiana Iris exhibit sites.
We discussed establishing a Guest bed close to the main
building, cultivar displays in several low area swales and
species around the pond. As with Windrush, GNOIS offered to
donate the Louisiana Irises and LSU AgCenter staff agreed to
plant and maintain the beds. The established Louisiana Iris bed
with labeled cultivars that members donated looked great!

GNOIS Sculpture Garden Team Hard At Work!

Joe Musacchia and Eileen Hollander donated and planted
a dozen clumps of named Louisiana Iris cultivars in the new
Shade/Native Plants Garden at the Botanical Garden in City
Park in New Orleans. Now clumps of Louisiana Irises are
distributed throughout the Botanical Garden.
Summer brought the beginning of an exciting new project!
On July 22, GNOIS Board members met with Jane Paccamonti
at the LSU AgCenter Burden Center-Windrush Gardens
to plan Louisiana Iris exhibits. GNOIS offered to donate
Louisiana Irises (species, named cultivars, and unnamed
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Louisiana Iris Display Garden at LSU AG
Center’s Hammond Research Station

Joe Musacchia, Vice-President of GNOIS, has the lead on
obtaining and tracking Guest Louisiana Irises for the exhibits.
GNOIS plans installation of beds over several years with
estimated completion for the SLI and AIS Conventions in
New Orleans in 2018 coinciding with the New Orleans TriCentennial. We look forward to seeing these developments.
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volunteers have been installing confinement rings and labels
designed and made by Benny Trahan. We install about 20 rings
per meeting and hope to finish installation and replanting by
the end of 2014.

GNOIS Board Members Scouting Possible Louisiana Iris Bed
Locations in Hammond with Dr. Allen Owings

Patrick O’Connor, Joe Musacchia, Roland Guidry and
Benny Trahan have been busy giving numerous Power Point
presentations on Louisiana Irises. Even though Eileen’s Power
Point presentation to the Jefferson Parish Council of Garden
Clubs (about 20 clubs) was titled “Native Trees and Shrubs--Location, Location, Location” she included I. giganticarulea
-- the Louisiana State Wildflower. She also announced the
2018 SLI Convention in New Orleans and requested their
clubs’ support. The Garden Club of Picayune Mississippi
will hear Benny’s Louisiana Iris presentation and Eileen’s
Louisiana Iris demonstration in November. Attendees will
receive a Louisiana Iris rhizome from Eileen’s garden and
LSU AgCenter publication 1969 “Louisiana Iris”.

Eileen Hollander, Joe Musacchia and Jacob Dilson removing irises
and installing confinement rings in the Louisiana Iris Display Garden
in the Sydney and Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden at NOMA

During the 2014 SLI Convention in New Orleans, GNOIS
tried selling potted Louisiana Irises. Roland Guidry prepared
65 pots of named LA Iris cultivars and transported them to
Eileen’s garden for sale during the Thursday garden tour.
Although they made a spectacular background under the
carport, we made no sales. After the tour, Roland transported
them to the Louisiana Iris Show in the NOMA Courtyard; all
sold for $15 each bringing in $1,114 less the cost of pots.

Fred Noggerath, Lorrie Brown, Benny & Linda Trahan assisting
customers during the 2014 plant sale at Longue Vue
GNOIS Tyrone Foreman removing irises from the Louisiana Iris
Display garden accompanied by a helpful duck

On every third Tuesday of each month, GNOIS and
MGGNO instruct the public about Louisiana Iris culture at
the Louisiana Iris Display Garden in the Sydney and Walda
Besthoff Sculpture Garden at NOMA. We volunteer every
other Tuesday to weed and remove Louisiana Irises that have
grown into each other. For the past several months, GNOIS

12

GNOIS has held our annual Louisiana Iris sale at Longue
Vue during October for the last four years. All Louisiana Iris
rhizomes are donated by GNOIS members. We advertise the
annual sale (open to the public/free parking and admission to
the garden) via our website, announcements in several local
newspapers and through Dan Gill’s newspaper article/radio
broadcast. Other societies and garden clubs such as MGGNO,
and the South East Louisiana Daylily Society help us spread
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success! Since there is no overhead, we clear what we take in.
Photos of each cultivar (provided by Patrick O’Connor) are
essential. Money from sales has been spent on local Louisiana
Iris projects and on Louisiana Iris show and convention
activities.
GNOIS holds general membership meetings that are free
and open to the public at Longue Vue. Attendees get at least
one Louisiana Iris rhizome and the LSU AgCenter publication
1969. We always have a great guest speaker. We invite all SLI
members in the area to join us!

GNOIS Member Joe Musacchia at Longue Vue Plant Sale

the word through their websites and email blasts. Our hope is
to get the public interested in growing Louisiana Irises.
On October 18th, GNOIS held our annual Louisiana Iris
sale at Longue Vue from 10 A.M. till noon. Kudos to Longue
Vue and Tyrone Foreman, our Longue Vue liaison! GNOIS
was able to offer over 500 rhizomes. We sold labeled, bare
root rhizomes for $4 each and grab bag rhizomes for $2 each.
GNOIS members came together to provide named cultivars
and unnamed rhizomes, as well as informational literature and
pots and other supplies. Joe Musacchia, Patrick O’Connor,
Benny Trahan Jacob Dilson, and Eileen Hollander all worked
hard that day to set up the sale and answer customer questions.
All plants not sold were donated to the Hammond Research
Station.

As President of the Greater
New Orleans Iris Society,
Eileen Hollander is a dedicated,
delightful asset to the New
Orleans and surrounding areas
garden communities.

Happy customers perusing their choices at the
2014 GNOIS Longue Vue Plant Sale

Fred Noggerath, GNOIS Treasurer, presided over the finances
and expeditiously reported that GNOIS cleared $1,398.00
and added 2 new members – the most we have ever made!!!
In 2011 we made $721.00, 2012 sales were $1,168.00, and
2013 sales were $625.00 and added 2 new members. Thanks
to outstanding GNOIS teamwork, the 2014 sale was a big
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Zydeco Transitions to New Purpose
~Story and Photos by Patrick O’Connor
Zydeco Louisiana Iris Garden is history. Sort of. The
2013 season was the last year of operation as a commercial
nursery but the beginning of a transition to a new role. Even in
retirement, the commercial operation became too much work, so
I had to leave the pleasures of digging, cleaning and shipping to
others. I am determined to enjoy my own garden now.
Zydeco began offering Louisiana irises in 2004, primarily as
a way to distribute the plants I had developed in my hybridizing
efforts. Gradually, other favorite irises were added and the
catalog grew to over a hundred cultivars plus some species and
found irises. It’s a familiar pattern, a hobby gone off the rails.
There was not a single location for the “nursery”, if you can
call it that. Instead, the operation was cobbled together from
plots of land in three locations. One was my home garden.
Julie and I moved to this house in Metairie in 2000. Metairie
is essentially a New Orleans suburb but just over the Orleans
Parish Line in Jefferson Parish.

and marginally supports a series of volunteer-run gardens
around the city. I was given space in one about fifteen years ago,
and then for several years a second until the land was sold to a
private party.
Initially I grew irises in the raised beds I inherited from the
previous grower, but eventually almost everything went into
half barrels or other containers with no drain holes. The irises
loved these little bogs, and to fill an order it was usually possible
to pull an iris out by simply reaching down into the muck,
grasping the rhizome and pulling slowly. There were a couple of
pernicious weeds that would get into these barrels unless I was
diligent (which often I was not), and their roots would tightly
bind with the iris roots creating significant additional work to
literally cut out the irises.
The third location was a secluded area in New Orleans
City Park. This was not part of the Zydeco nursery proper but
instead served primarily as a place to grow seedlings. After
Hurricane Katrina, which wreaked havoc on my community
garden plantings due to deep and lingering brackish water, Mark
Schexnayder obtained permission from the Park on my behalf to
move irises to an area called Nursery Island, or just “the island.”
In addition to seedlings, I propagated irises there and grew
plants in pots that I had no room for at home or that were not in
my catalog. Zydeco nursery stock was not grown on the island,
but the best seedlings came home to be tested for several years
and sometimes added to Zydeco offerings.

The Zydeco home garden in 2000 as we initially found it.

There were no irises or many other plants in the yard but
lots of grass. The front yard was decently landscaped with
foundation plantings, but the back consisted of an ugly tin shed,
a rectangle of St. Augustine and not one additional plant. Just
as in most of the New Orleans area that is compressed between
the River and Lake Pontchartrain, Metairie yards are not large
– ours is 50 by 130 feet – but once the grass was replaced by
beds, it was possible to grow a lot of irises, as well as ferns,
various natives and other plants I like. I wanted the place to look
landscaped and not like an iris farm.
The second location was a community garden in Mid-City
New Orleans. An organization called Parkway Partners sponsors
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The Zydeco home garden in 2014, after transformation.

The island is an interesting place and a nice spot to garden.
City Park is huge (1,300 acres) and full of lagoons, most dug
by the WPA in the 1930s. Nursery Island is about eight acres
surrounded by water and connected to land only by a very short
causeway behind the City’s police stables. Over the years, it
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has served many purposes, and apparently at one point as an
actual “nursery” for the Park or the New Orleans Botanical
Garden, which is part of the Park. In recent years, most of the
island has been unused and grows wild save for the dumping
of stable waste in some areas. The significant exception was a
tree farm that occupied about a quarter of the space. Sometime
before Katrina in September 2005, the tree farm was developed
by the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. It was
fenced and secure, except against the seven feet of water that
devastated the place during Hurricane Katrina.
It was in the aftermath of Katrina, in fall 2007, that I began
to move in with irises. I planted in a large space behind the
fence but between the gravel footprint of the tree farm and a
lagoon. Eventually, the tree farm was reestablished with a grant
from Chevron and under the sponsorship of a not-for-profit, the
Louisiana Urban Forestry Council.
Very gradually, the iris area grew, although it was more than
I could really keep up and was usually very weedy. Since it
was not in a public access area of the Park, it was only my own
conscience that was bothered by this. But not too bothered to
enjoy the place. The view of the lagoon is beautiful, especially
in winter when many varieties of water birds visit.
After about five years, the Urban Forestry Council decided
to shut down the tree farm. At that point in 2011, the Park
agreed to permit the filming of a movie on the site. Movies are
commonly shot in New Orleans, and there have been many that
have used City Park. I can only assume that the Park reaps a
handsome chunk of change from these deals.

be blown up and burned. The grounds were littered with old
boats and other artifacts. Landscaping was accomplished by
purchase or rental of a massive number of plants of all sizes that
were placed in their pots all around the boathouse. The chain
link fence was covered with pieces of old tin, and the space was
totally transformed. It was fascinating to watch the process
unfold and to listen to repeated takes of fight scenes as I did
sedate and mundane iris tasks a few feet away.
From my iris patch, I learned a few things about movie
making that are only marginally useful in gardening. Mainly,
those folks making movies blow and go. They don’t sweat the
big stuff or the small stuff. They come in with their crews and
production schedule and bulldoze everything in their way. Need
a road for a car chase? Knock a hole in the fence and construct
a road through the wilderness to the other end of the island,
just to shoot a few seconds of film. Need a hose or a sprinkler
to water all the potted plants embellishing the boat house? Just
grab what you need from a nearby iris plot, even if it would
not break the movie budget to go buy what is needed at Home
Depot or Lowe’s. I quickly learned to lock everything I could
in the shed and several times explained to the movie folks that
the hoses were connected to timers and placed in the garden for
a purpose. Eventually the movie was finished, and the movie
company fulfilled its obligation to, more or less, return the space
to its original condition. Once again there was an empty gravel
rectangle, about 100 by 50 yards, where the tree farm had been
located, and my irises were unscathed. After the movie company

The movie boathouse before landscaping.
A winter view across the City Park Lagoon from the Zydeco iris
planting is a great spot for bird watching, especially Brown Pelicans.

At any rate, I had a free vantage point as the movie company
cleared out the trees and began building an elaborate set. The
movie was “Homefront”, a Sylvester Stallone production and
not surprisingly an “action” flick with lots of conflict, a car
chase, drug dealers and explosions. Somehow it was overlooked
in the race for the Oscars.
The set depicted a ramshackle boat repair shop, an
impressively designed and well built structure ripe to eventually
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had gone, the future use of the space was a question. It appears
that most of it gradually will come into use once again as a
“nursery” for the Botanical Garden. A planting of old roses has
been established, and an irrigation system has been created for
other plants that are already beginning to appear.
Another significant development in the post-movie use of the
space was the transfer to the island of a wetland plant operation
sponsored by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, which had been located in another part of the Park.
It came to occupy about a quarter of the space in the old tree
farm rectangle. After Katrina, the wetland plant propagation
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area had been developed by Mark Schexnayder, who is now
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Department. Its mission
was to produce native wetland plants to stabilize the shores of
City Park lagoons post-hurricane and to enhance fisheries and
wildlife habitat in the park and along Bayou St. John, which
borders the Park. The Wetland Plant Center also has produced
various plants useful for coastal restoration on Department
properties.

The movie boathouse after landscaping with mainly potted plants.
The “meth lab” is in the right rear.

Louisiana irises were among the plants utilized in the wake of
Katrina, thanks to generous donations of time and plants from
Bois D’Arc, Plantation Point, Zydeco and several individuals
from GNOIS and SLI. They enabled the planting of thousands
of Louisiana irises throughout City Park, Joe Brown Park
and the Lower 9th Ward. In the aftermath of the storm, these
plantings gave people hope and a tangible sign of recovery when
not much else was happening.
Mark has a long standing interest in Louisiana irises, especially
the endangered I. nelsonii, and he has worked through his
Department to preserve the nelsoniis’ remaining habitat and
expand its range to a state park near Abbeville. I was able to
talk regularly with his staff working with the wetland plants,
first Maddie Futrell and now Jacob Dilson. We jointly planned
a new area in which to grow out the Louisiana iris species and
recently put in the initial plantings. Wetland plant and Louisiana
iris operations have been natural neighbors.
Add to this mix the interest of the Greater New Orleans
Iris Society and the continued support of City Park and the
Botanical Garden and you have the components of the new
Zydeco Louisiana Iris Garden. Its mission is to propagate and
grow out Louisiana irises for donation to public gardens and for
other public purposes and to preserve the species, their variants
and historic Louisiana cultivars. I transferred all the Zydeco
stock to the island that had been grown in the community
garden, and our iris club has been designing and constructing
“iris paddies” along the lines of those that Benny Trahan has
used in his iris garden. They are rectangular retention ponds
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with a few inches of water, and the irises, growing in various
sized pots, are placed inside where they can consistently draw
up as much moisture as they want. We will propagate plants for
donation, and eventually make some available to the Botanical
Garden for their periodic sales.
A great deal of work is still ahead to convert the entire site to
this or a similar model, but prospects are improved by having

The iris paddies under construction at the new Zydeco, with
barrels brought in from the old community garden plot.

access to volunteer groups that were unavailable to the old,
private Zydeco. Volunteers began arriving in New Orleans to
aid in post-Katrina recovery, and they continue to come, bless
their hearts. They are a big reason that we have made significant
progress in implementing the new model.
The old face of Zydeco Louisiana Iris Garden, the website,
remains virtually unchanged, with the catalog converted
to a gallery and the considerable other information that I
had assembled remaining intact. We plan to keep this site
up indefinitely, as well as convert and maintain the Zydeco
Facebook page.
There is the element of experimentation about the transition
to the new Zydeco. It is an ambitious project that will require
a good deal of work to sustain. It is promising, though, and
worth a try. The continued support of the partners – GNOIS,
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, City Park and the
Botanical Garden – is essential, as is the occasional injection of
outside volunteer help. We are working too hard on this not to
be optimists.
Patrick O’Connor, of Metairie,
La., is a long-time SLI member
and a frequent contributor to
the Fleur de Lis. He is also
a former editor of the SLI
Newsletter, and a founding
member of the Greater New
Orleans Iris Society.
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Briarwood Reflections
~Story and Photos by Richard Johnson
As the cool crisp days of fall descend upon us we take
time to look back and give thanks for a most productive year.
The year’s hard work and preparations came to fruition the
morning of Saturday, November 1st when we held our First
Annual Briarwood Plant sale.
The day dawned crisp and clear with a cold north wind
encouraging the early birds to bundle up while awaiting the
start of the sale. When the sale began, all thoughts of cold
disappeared as attendees eagerly moved about selecting the
treasures they would take home to grace their landscapes. We
owe an immense debt of gratitude to these hearty souls that
made the trek to Briarwood that morning and bought plants,
thereby making our first plant sale a great success.
In addition to the shoppers there were many people who
generously donated plants to the sale and without whose
support we would not have been so successful. I would like
to thank Bobbie Hutchins of Plantation Point Nursery for her
incredible donation of Louisiana Iris and Iris virginica, Mr.
Ernest Koon of Pine Mountain, Georgia for his large selection
of azaleas, Rhododendron canescens, austrinum, prunifolium,
flammeum, and serrulatum, Bud Willis of Willis Farms and all
others who made generous contributions of plants.
We have some plants left over from the sale and will
continue to sell them during the month of November when
we’re open. Just call 318-576-3379 to schedule your visit.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Briarwood is open for guided tours in
March, April, May, August and November
on Saturdays from 9 am until 5 pm
and Sundays from 12 pm until 5 pm.
Appointments for other times and for large
groups are available by special request.

Briarwood Contact Information:
318-576-3379
briarwoodnp@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cdormon
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Our next Tom Sawyer Work Day
at Briarwood is scheduled for
Saturday, February 28, 2015.
Please contact us if you can help.
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Society for Louisiana Irises Storefront
THE LOUISIANA IRIS: THE TAMING OF AN AMERICAN WILDFLOWER
Contributing Editors: Marie Caillet, J. Farron Campbell, Kevin C. Vaughn, and Dennis Vercher
Details: 254 pp, 111 color photos, 5 watercolors, 21 b/w photos, 14 line drawings, 11 tables, hardcover.
This authoritative treatment by The Society for Louisiana Irises is based on the first edition published by the
Society in 1988, but it is considerably expanded. It covers every aspect of the history, botany, and development
of these distinctive irises, with particular emphasis on the newest hybrids, hybridizing techniques, and cultural
practices, and also includes suggestions for their use in the landscape and in floral arrangements. It should serve
to introduce a wider gardening public to these colorful and versatile flowers. $30.00

Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises - The History of Hybridizing (2007)
This Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises is a 100-page summary of how the “ditch irises”
of Louisiana have been tamed and introduced into American gardens. Contents include informative articles on
such early pioneers as Mary Swords DeBallion, Caroline Dorman, and Percy Viosca; the Shreveport and Lake
Charles groups, the California hybridizers, and a wide variety of other contributors to the development of the
Louisiana iris. Includes 30 color photographs of outstanding cultivars. Paperbound. $5.00 plus $2.00 shipping
within U.S. - $5.00 outside U.S.

Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises honoring Marie Caillet (1915-2010)
This is a very high quality publication that pays tribute to Marie Caillet, a charter member of SLI, longtime
editor of the SLI newsletter, and the "grandmother" of SLI for many of us. This is a 52 page 8.5 x 10
publication in full color with many pictures of Marie, species Louisiana irises, Marie Caillet Cup Winners with
pictures, a listing of SLI Distinguished Merit Award winners from 1989 to 2010, and memories of Marie written
by several members of SLI. $15 plus $3 shipping within US - $5 outside US

Louisiana Iris Hybridizers 1985-2010
This is a paper bound booklet consisting of 99 pages of color pictures, the Marie Caillet Cup Winners from
2001 to 2010 with color pictures, the Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal winners from 1986 to 2010 with color
pictures and many articles written by the hybridizers during the period 1985 to 2010. This is a companion
book for the Special Publication of 2007, which contains information on the hybridizers from the beginning
to 1984. $5 plus $2 shipping within US - $5 outside US

Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises 1995
This paper bound special publication, edited by Marie Caillet and Joseph Mertzweiller, consist of 86 pages and contains "a
half-century of progress", information on hybridizers, the development of the tetraploid LA irises, information on LA irises
in Australia, culture of LA irises and many beautiful pictures of LA irises. There is a limited supply of of this publication
remaining so get them while they last. $5 plus $2 shipping within US - $5 outside US

The SLI Louisiana Iris Checklist CD!
The CD checklist is illustrated with photos of many of the cultivars and it can be displayed in three formats.
It has a powerful search feature that allows you to search the checklist by cultivar attributes such as name,
date of introduction, hybridizer, parentage and much more. The checklist lists names, descriptions, breeder/
introducer and parentage of iris cultivars from the 1920's through the present. The iris are grouped by year of
registration and/or introduction. The CD will cost $10 for delivery to the United States, Canada and Mexico.
Other countries will cost $12.

Any of these products & other Iris materials can be ordered from the SLI Treasurer Ron Killingsworth.
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Commercial Directory
Aitken’s Salmon
Creek Garden
608 NW 119th Street
Vancouver, WA 98685-3802
Ph. (360) 573-4472
Fax: (360) 576-7012
www.flowerfantasy.net
aitken@flowerfantasy.net
Send $3 for color catalog

Bois d’Arc Gardens

Collier’s Garden

Iris City Gardens

Bud & Rusty McSparrin
1831 Bull Run Road
Schriever, LA 70395

P.O. Box 32
Lawson, MO 64062-0032

7675 Younger Creek Road
Primm Springs, TN 38476
800-934-4747

Ph. (816) 580-7116
Phone: 985-446-2329
Email: bois@charter.net
Web: www.bois-darc.com
Catalog with
color photos online
Wholesale & Retail Prices

Louisiana Iris Farms

Louisiana Iris Gardens

103 Kimball Drive
Lafayette, LA 70508
(337) 277-9930

Tully, NY 13159
(315) 440-8182
www.louisianairisgardens.
com
louisianairisgardens@
gmail.com

www.louisianairis.com
info@louisianairis.com
Wholesale and Retail
as per website
Featuring introductions
by Kevin Vaughn & Elaine
Bourque

Catalog Online or
List Free Upon Request

thomascollier@juno.com

email@iriscitygardens.com
www.iriscitygardens.com

FREE Catalog
upon Request

Full catalog with color
pictures available online.

Louisiana Irises, Rebloom
Bearded Irises, Daylilies

Catalog text available as
a PDF download
from the website.

Plantation Point
Nursery

Redbud Lane
Iris Garden

10325 Caddo Lake Road
Mooringsport, LA 71060
(318) 996-7077
plantation.point@gmail.com

2282 N. 350th Street
Kansas, IL 61933

Louisiana Irises
& Daylilies

Catalog $1.00

Call or write for more
information

(217) 948-5478

Louisiana Irises, featuring
Richard Morgan’s irises,
Spurias, and Bearded Irises

Photo by Ron Killingsworth

Advertising Information

Listings at the rate of $15.00 for four quarterly issues beginning with the spring issue. Costs prorated
for listings beginning in later issues. No one time listings. Listings may include name, address, phone,
wholesale/retail status, and specialty.
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Advertising Information

Membership Information

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Display Advertising is
accepted in any issue.
Rates are as follow:
• Quarter-page $20
• Half-page $40
• Full-page $60.

Society for Louisiana Irises
Founded 1941

Photos for ads should be furnished as a black-and-white
or color print, a slide, or a digital file in acceptable format.
Deadline is six weeks prior to publication date.
PUBLICATIONS DEADLINES:

Spring Issue: February 1
Summer Issue: May 1
Autumn Issue: August 1
Winter Issue: November 1
PAYMENT AND ADVERTISING COPY DISTRIBUTION:
• Payment for the display advertising must be received
BEFORE the publication of the issue in which the ad is
to appear.
• Payment for the commercial directory must be made
at the end of each calendar year and must be for a full
year. Advertisements for which payment has not been
received will not be run. Display advertisements that do
not change should be paid on a yearly basis, beginning
each calendar year.
• Send your finished advertisement copy to the editor and
send your payment to: Susan Killingsworth, Advertising
Editor, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd, Mooringsport, LA 71060.
Susan can be contacted at retmiagt@gmail.com if you
have any questions about the status of your payments
or advertisements.

MEMBERSHIP To join or renew membership, send dues along
with your name, address, telephone number and email address
(if any) to Ron Killingsworth, SLI Treasurer, 10329 Caddo Lake
Road, Mooringsport, LA 71060. Make checks payable to the
Society for Louisiana Irises.
Membership begins the month your application is received. If
you are renewing, the renewal will extend your membership
by the number of years you chose to renew. If your current
expiration date is 09/** and you renew for three years in July
(07), your new membership will be 09/**+ three years. You
do not lose any months by renewing your membership early.
If you are late in renewing, the renewal will be applied to the
month in which your membership expired
DUES Rates for membership are:
SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED STATES:
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS:
• Yearly, $13
• Triennial, $32
• Life, $1,000
• Youth, $5
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS:
• Yearly, $16
• Triennial, $44
INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBERS:
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS:
• Yearly, $30
• Triennial, $82
• Life, $1,000
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS:
• Yearly, $33
• Triennial, $90

AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY. SLI is a section of the American Iris Society. However, membership in the AIS is not automatic
with membership in SLI. Individual AIS dues are: Single Annual, $25; Dual Annual, $30. Dues can be sent to: Tom Gormley, AIS
Membership Secretary, P.O. Box 177, DeLeon Springs, FL 32130 USA.
Email: aismemsec@irises.org; Telephone and Fax: (386) 277-2057
Electronic membership is available for $15 a year.
Rates for overseas or extended memberships can be obtained from the Membership Secretary.
The information is also on the Internet at: http://www.irises.org/
MEMORIALS. Memorial Gifts in the name of a deceased person, and gifts in honor of living persons, are accepted with gratitude
by the Society. Please send Memorial Gifts to Ron Killingsworth at the above address, and enclose a note indicating for whom the
contribution is made. Gifts will be acknowledged in the Fleur de Lis unless expressly requested otherwise.
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